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GO-WORD

Not all disciples are apostles, but all apostles are disciples. A disciple is defined as a
follower of Jesus and an apostle is a special messenger sent by God. There were 12
apostles but many disciples of Jesus. When Jesus left earth, he commanded his 12
apostles to make disciples of all nations.

The teachings from the Bible are called doctrine and it is the guide we use to make
disciples. The doctrine of faith is our shield and faith is belief and complete trust in
God.

Sin entered the world through the disobedience of Adam and Eve and ever since we
have been under sins curse. John 3:4 tells us sin is breaking God's law and is contrary
to the law of God. James 4:17 tells us, knowing to do good and not doing it is sin. In
combining the two sin is defined as refusing to do God's will as revealed by His Word
and His Spirit. Death is the separation of the body and the soul, and death is the
penalty of sin.

God has a plan of salvation and gives it to us with grace. Grace means that God offers
us His love and forgiveness as a gift and not because we earned it or deserve it. We
are saved from sin by the gracious gift of God in sending his son Jesus to die for our
sins. We call the price Jesus paid for our salvation redemption.

God (8)

In order to be saved we must accept God's gracious gift of redemption, with faith and
with repentance. Repentance means having a change of mind, heart, and direction.
With our acceptance of God's gift, and repentance of our heart. God accepts us as
though we had not sinned which is justification. After God's acceptance comes
sanctification which is being separated from sin and set apart to serve God. God
works through all this with us by the power of the Holy Spirit.

After we are saved, prayer, praise and worship to God become a big part of our life.
Prayer is talking to God and 1 Thessalonians 5:17 tells us to "Never stop praying."
Praise and worship are very close to the same thing and the wording very similar, so
it is important to learn it like a quotation question. Worship is exalting and adoring
God for who he is. Praise is expressing our love for God for all He is and all He has
done. Worship is from the heart and Praise is action. Worship is exalting God for who
He is, and Praise is for all He is and has done. When Jesus was born the angels, which
are spiritual being created by God sang praises to God above the shepherds. The wise
men when they found Jesus bowed and gave gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh in
worship to Gods son.

One thing you can count on is that God is immutable, which means he does not
change, He is always the same. That can be reassuring to know God is with us to the
end and all we learn from Bible doctrine is immutable, God and the doctrine of the
Bible does not change it.

God (16) Total (24)
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GO-WORD
On Paul's 3rd missionary journey, he went to the city of Ephesus. The people of Ephesus
believed in witchcraft and after they had turned to God, they burned all their books of
witchcraft. The book of Ephesians was a letter he wrote to the people of Ephesus and in
Ephesians chapter 6 Paul encourages children to obey their parent, then later in the chapter
Paul tells us to put on the whole armor of God so that we can resist the attacks of the devil.
Ephesians teaches us that the devil is a sneaky liar he loves to trick us into doing things that
hurt people and hurt God. With God’s Armor we can defeat the devil.
In our Christian armor truth is our belt, and it holds the rest of our armor in place so we
must be sure that it's on good and tight. In our battle truth is important because the devil
is a master of telling lies. He whispered lies to Adam and Eve in the garden disguised as a
snake and he whispers lies in our ears today. But the truth of God's Word will protect us
from the devil's lies and hold us true.
The battle is dangerous and can fill our hearts with fear. For this reason, God has given us
body armor which is his righteousness. This piece of armor covers our hearts which God
asks his soldiers to guard above all else. The devil wants to wound our hearts by always
pointing out the bad things we've done he wants to embarrass us and make us feel like
fools. The devil wants our sin to send us running from God's love, but Jesus died on the
cross to pay for our sins and because of his death our hearts are covered with God's
forgiveness, through Jesus everything sin made wrong God can make right. Devil (6)

The devil's dark army loves to fight in dark places. Places where it is easy to trip and fall but
God wants us to stand strong in mighty shoes the shoes of the good news about Jesus. The
devil tries to steal the peace of God from our lives attacking us with worry he wants us to
believe that we may slip at any time and fall in battle, but the peace from the good news of
Jesus on our feet is powerful it teaches us that no ground is too dangerous for God's
soldiers. For God's love puts our feet on solid ground it helps us to stand strong.

One of the devil's most deadly weapons are his words they are evil lies. Ephesians tells us
these words are like fiery arrows. The devil shoots these arrows through the darkness and
aims them at our hearts. A single arrow can set our whole heart on fire with fear or worry
but God has given us the shield of faith to defend ourselves. The shield of faith can block
fiery arrow the devil shoots our way, and our faith is strong because our faith is in Jesus.
Our mind is very important it is the place where we think. The devil wants to fill our
thoughts with things that aren't true, he wants us to think that we must be good for God
to love us. He wants us to believe that we must work hard to earn God's forgiveness, but
God has given us the helmet of salvation to protect our minds. This helmet covers our
thoughts in God's truth it reminds us that God will save anyone who chooses to believe in
Jesus.

God has given his soldiers a mighty weapon the sword of the Spirit which is the word of
God. This is the one weapon the devil cannot fight against. It teaches us as soldiers how to
fight. It leads us in true worship, and it reveals to us the future it is the future that the devil
fears most. The devil's strength is no match for the perfect power of God's Word. To put on
the whole armor of God is to put on Jesus and so in our battle there's nothing more
important than knowing Jesus as our Lord and Savior. Through Jesus the battle has already
been won Jesus defeated the devil when he died on the cross and rose again in that
moment light conquered darkness once and for all time. We should always pray and always
rejoice thanking God for the amazing gift of Jesus and every day we should put on the full
armor of God. Devil (10) Total (16)
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GO-WORD.

The Bible’s definition can be defined in three ways:

1> The Bible is the God’s inspired Word.

2> The Bible is the God’s revelation to all people of himself.

3> The Bible is the God’s plan of salvation for all people.
By inspired Word we mean God gave the writers each Word of the Bible, not just the
thoughts and ideas. God’s revelation means God shows us who he is. In the Old
Testament God’s plan of salvation was to give an animal blood sacrifice for our sins.
In the New Testament God’s plan of salvation was to give his son Jesus as blood
sacrifice for our sin.

The Bible is not just one book but is composed of sixty-six books and the Bible is
divided into two divisions the Old and New Testament; testament means covenant,
contract, or agreement. The Old Testament contains 39 books. The New Testament
contains 27 books. The Bible was written by about forty different people over a period
of 1600 years.

Bible (8)

The Bible was not written in English the language we speak today. The Old Testament
was written in Hebrew and the New Testament was written in Greek; both were
translated to English later. Therefore, we have many different versions of the Bible in
English. They all are the true Word of God just translated differently to help people
to understand the meaning of the original text.

The first book of the Bible which tells us about the beginning of the world, is Genesis.
Genesis is part of the Pentateuch which is another name for the first five books of the
Bible written by Moses. The Old Testament of thirty-nine books are divided into four
sections, Law (5 books), History (12 books), Poetry (5 books), and Prophets (17
books). In the five books of Poetry is the book of Psalms which is the longest book in
the Bible with 150 chapters and is a collection of hymns and songs.

The New Testament begins with the four gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Gospel means “Good News” and the theme of the four gospels is the life and
teachings of Jesus. After the four gospels we have the book of Acts which tells us
about the beginnings of the Early Church. After Acts we come to the thirteen books
written by Paul who wrote more books in the Bible than any other person. The last
book of the Bible is Revelation, and it is composed almost entirely of prophecies of
the future.

The Bible is God’s inspired Word.
The Bible is God’s revelation to all people of Himself.

The Bible is God’s plan of salvation.

Bible (10) Total (18)
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GO-WORD

Early in the new church the apostles were preaching in the Jewish temple and
converting so many to Jesus that the High Priests became jealous and had them
arrested, beaten and shamed. This did not stop them but only made them more
determined to work for Jesus because they were counted it worthy to suffer
disgrace for the name of Jesus.

The Apostle Peter was a great leader in the early church, he raised Tabitha from
the dead in answer to prayer. There was the Roman officer Cornelius who sent
for Peter to come and preach to him. While Peter was preaching at Cornelius’s
house the Holy Spirit fell upon all who were listening to the message, they were
all saved, filled with the Holy Spirit, and baptized in water. Once King Herod
arrested Peter and was going to kill him for preaching. Other Christians began to
pray, and an angel opened the prison for Peter and freed him.

Eventually the persecution of the new church went beyond beatings, and many
were killed or martyred for being a Christian. History tells all but one of the
Apostles were martyred for preaching the Good News and that was John who
wrote a gospel, three epistles and the book of Revelation. The first person to be
martyred for being a Christian was Stephen and early convert of the new church.

Church (4)

Saul of Tarsus was there when Stephen was killed, and he worked hard to arrest
many Christians. While Saul was on the road to Damascus to arrest Christians,
Jesus appeared to him in a light from heaven, and Saul accepted Him as Lord.
God changed Saul’s name to Paul when he was converted. Paul became a leader
in the new Church and went on to write 13 books of the Bible, more than any
other person. Paul went on three missionary journeys; the first Barnabas went
with him. When they were preaching in Antioch people first called Jesus’
followers Christians. In Lystra many people thought Paul was a God because of
miracles God performed through him. The people of Lystra stoned him and left
him for dead, but God healed him. On Paul’s 2" missionary journey his chief
helpers were Silas and Timothy. Paul and Silas were put in prison and God freed
them with an earthquake, afterward Paul told the Philippian jailer how to be
saved, Acts 16:31 says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, along
with everyone in your household”. It was while on this journey God showed Paul
a vision of a man from Macedonia calling for help. Luke accompanied Paul on
some his journeys. Luke was very smart and was a doctor by occupation, Luke
also wrote the book of Acts and one of the Gospels. Paul was a tentmaker and in
Corinth he became friends with fellow tentmakers Aquilla and Priscilla who
assisted him in preaching.

Paul (10) Total (14)
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GO-WORD

Psalms is the longest book in the Bible with 150 chapters. King David wrote many
of the Psalms, and they are a great source for encouragement from God. Psalm
117 is the shortest chapter with 2 verses, and both give praise to God. Psalm 119
just two chapters away is the longest chapter with 176 verses and is about the
Word of God and its great value. King David wrote most of the longest book, but
Paul the apostle wrote more books than any other person. Those books are called
epistles because they were letters sent by an apostle. The epistles of Paul were
shared by the early church believers.

Genesis the first book in the Bible tells us about the beginnings of the world. It
tells us where the universe came from: Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth. Adam and Eve were the first man and woman. God
created them in his own image, and we are different than animals. God created
us in his image both inside and out. We have a spiritual nature which permits us
to reason, make choices and to know and love God. Adam and Eve were created
in a sinless world but because they were created like God, they had a choice of
what they could do. God gave them a garden, in which there were two trees God
said not to eat from: the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and the tree of
life. They disobeyed God by eating from the tree of knowledge of good and evil.
They were sent out of the garden and sin entered the world through their
disobedience.

God (11)

Adam and Eve later had two sons named Cain and Abel, the first two brothers.
When they were grown Cain became jealous of Abel and in jealousy murdered
him. Cain was the first murderer.

The people continued to have sons and daughters and Genesis records many of
the fathers and sons and how long they lived. A man called Enoch it was recorded
that God took him to heaven when he was 365 without dying because he walked
faithfully with God. His son Methuselah lived longer than any other person to an
age of 969 years.

After many generations many of the people had become wicked and thought
about evil all the time. Methuselah’s grandson Noah was a righteous man and
faithful to God. Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. God was going
to destroy the world with a flood for their great wickedness, but God was going
to spare Noah and his family from the Great Flood. The Great Flood God sent
rained for forty days and nights.

God has a plan for salvation for those who follow him and are faithful. Noah was
a faithful and followed God.

God (8) Total (19)
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GO-WORD
When Jesus was brought before Pilate, Pilate could not find any fault with Jesus. In the
hopes of saving Jesus, he offered the people a choice between releasing Barabbas a
convicted thief and robber and Jesus. The people chose to ask Pilate to release Barabbas
instead of Jesus.

Jesus was sentence to death by being crucified and nailed to a cross on a hill called
“Golgotha” which means The Place of the Skull. Pilate had a marker placed on Jesus’ cross
which read “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews”. As Jesus hung on the cross the sun
became dark for three hours and there was an earthquake. The Bible tells us the Roman
officer who oversaw Jesus’ execution said, “This man truly was the Son of God!” and then
Jesus died.

After Jesus had died, Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus wrapped his body and buried
him in a tomb. There were people who worried Jesus body would be stolen and had Pilate
put guards outside his tomb. On the third day angels came and rolled away the stone in
front of Jesus’ tomb and the guards ran away afraid. Mary Magdalene and a friend came
that morning and Mary Magdalene was the first person to see Jesus after He was
resurrected. She ran quickly back to town to tell the other disciples. All but Thomas saw
Jesus shortly after in a closed room and when the others told Thomas he at first doubted
Jesus” was resurrected. Thomas believed when he saw him. More than 500 people saw
Jesus after he was raised from the dead. Jesus’ Apostles walked and talked with him for
about 40 days after his resurrection and then he was taken up into a cloud until they could
no longer see him.

Jesus (19)

Jesus Apostles then went to Jerusalem to pray and wait for the Holy Spirit. While waiting
they chose to replace Judas as an Apostle and chose Matthias a man who had traveled
with them since Jesus was baptized by John the Baptist.

On the day of Pentecost there were 120 people waiting together in an upstairs room for
the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Old Testament prophet Joel had foretold the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit and it was on the day of Pentecost the gift of God was given to the
Church, the Gift of the Holy Spirit.

Peter began to preach a sermon afterward to the people near the building. There were
about 3000 people saved because of Peter’s sermon on the Day of Pentecost.

One day Peter and a friend were going to church and there was a lame man at the temple
gate and God healed him after Peter said to him: Acts 3:6 "I don't have any silver or gold
for you. But I'll give you what | have. In the name of Jesus Christ, the Nazarene, get up and
walk!"

The church grew and with honesty and love the people gave and shared everything with

one another. A husband-and-wife Ananias and Saphira joined the church and lied to the
Holy Spirit about what they had to share and were punished for their sin.

Jesus (3) Total (21)
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GO-WORD
Noah and his family were saved from the flood. After the ark settle on land, God opened
the ark and Noah built an altar to God to give thanks. God then blessed Noah and his sons
and sent a rainbow with a promise that the world would never again be destroyed by a
flood.

Noah’s son had children and their children and so on and so on. All the people stayed
together, and everyone spoke the same language. They built a great city to live in and
wanted to build something to make themselves famous and keep everyone together. They
began to build a tower to reach into the sky and they called the tower Babel. God came
down to look at what they had done and saw that it was wrong and prideful. God confused
the people with different languages so they couldn’t understand one another.

The people went all different directions and settled in many lands and continued to have
children. There came a man from a place called Ur of the Chaldeans. His name was
Abraham and God told Abraham “Leave your home and your father’s family and go to the
land that | will show you. | will make you into a great nation. | will bless you and make you
famous, and you will be a blessing to others. God was testing Abraham’s faith by asking him
to follow Him without telling him where He would lead him.

God (7)
Abraham'’s faith in God was strong and he took his wife Sarah and his nephew Lot and all
that he owned and followed God.

God led him to the land of Canaan and when he camped there. God appeared to him and
said, “I will give this land to your descendants.” A short time after arriving a famine broke
out and because of the famine Abraham and Sarah went to Egypt to get food.

After returning to Canaan, Abraham and Lot realized the camp they were in was not big
enough, for God has blessed both with many things. They separated and Lot chose the
better part of the land. Shortly after a war broke out in the area that Lot had moved to, and
Lot was captured and was taken with all he owned by a rebel king. Abraham heard what
had happened and came and rescued Lot and defeated the rebel king. Abraham’s victory
was noticed by Melchizedek Priest of God and King of Salem, and he came to bless
Abraham. Abraham giving thanks for the victory and blessing gave a tenth of all he had
captured from the king to the Priest of God Melchizedek, this is the first record of anyone
giving tithe. Lot moves back to the city of Sodom. God then destroys the cities of Sodom
and Gomorrah with fire because of their great wickedness, but not before moving Lot out
of Sodom.

Abraham had no children and God had promised many. Sarah offered her servant Hagar,
and Hagar had a son Ishmael. After Ishmael was born God fulfilled his promise by giving
Sarah a son name lsaac. It was a miracle birth because Abraham was one hundred and
Sarah ninety years old. Far past the age of most mothers and fathers.

Isaac grew up and married Rebekah. Rebekah his wife had twin sons Esau and Jacob. Esau
was the oldest and promised the large part of the family blessing. In a moment of hunger
Esau sold his birthright to Jacob for soup and when it came time for the blessing Jacob
tricked his father into thinking he was Esau. This is a summary of some really great stories
in the Bible. Remember God is the author, and he gave the words for men to write for you
and me.

God (11) Total (18)
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GO-WORD

Jesus taught his disciples many things, there was once while teaching his disciples he
asked them who they thought he was. Peter replied in Matthew 16:16 saying "You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God." The three disciples Peter, James, and John were Jesus’
closest friends, and this is best shown in that they were the three chosen to go up on the
high mountain where he was transformed and spoke to Moses and Elijah.

A disciple is a learner of Jesus. Jesus taught with parables telling familiar stories and later
explaining to his disciples the spiritual truths. There is the parable of the wise and foolish
man who built a house. The foolish man built on sand which was an example of those who
hear His teachings but do not obey them. The wise man built on the rock which showed
those who hear His teachings and follow them. Jesus also told the parable of the Good
Samaritan who helped the man who was beaten and robbed and then explaining to his
disciples this is the example we should follow. Another parable is The Sower who planted
seeds and depending on where the seed fell determines how the plant grows. The seed
Jesus later explained was the Word of God. Then there is the rich man who had more than
he needed and when he died, he could not take it with him. The point being, don’t be
greedy your life is not measured by how much you own. The parable of the Prodigal Son,
prodigal means wasteful. The son left his father taking his inheritance and spending it all
to the point he could not take care of himself, the son repented, and the father took him
back in with forgiveness. Jesus was telling us in the Prodigal Son story, God is willing to
forgive and restore the sinner who repents. Jesus was asked should we pay taxes, and his
answer was “Give Caesar what belongs to Caesar and give God what belongs to God.”

Jesus (8)

Jesus not only taught but did many miracles. There was the man born blind and Jesus put
mud on his eyes and told him to go and wash it off and the man could see. Jesus was
teaching to a group of five thousand men, plus women and children. Jesus took a boy’s
lunch of five loaves and two fishes and fed everyone. Zacchaeus was a tax collector and
became so curious to see Jesus he climbed a tree to see him. The miracle is that Zacchaeus
repented and became an honest tax collector, returning to the people he had cheated four
times over and he gave half of everything he had to the poor because of Jesus.

In Jesus last days before his crucifixion, he came into Jerusalem riding on the colt of a
donkey in a Triumphal Entry fulfilling an Old Testament prophecy. He had a last supper
with his disciples and humbly washed each of the disciple’s feet. This was the night before
his crucifixion and Jesus went to the garden of Gethsemane to pray. After he prayed,
Roman guards came to arrest him. Judas Iscariot one of his apostles betrayed him with a
kiss and showing the guards which man was Jesus. Jesus was taken before several rulers
before they finally sentenced him to death on the cross. Peter followed as close as he
could because he was anxious about the outcome. Three times he was confronted about
being one of Jesus’ disciples and three times he denied it. On the last denial a rooster
crowed. Peter ran away because he remembered Jesus had prophesied that Peter would
deny knowing Jesus three times.

Jesus (13) Total (21)
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GO-WORD
After Jacob stole the birthright from his twin brother Esau, Jacob ran away. While running
away, Jacob camped one night and as he slept, he had a dream of a stairway reaching to
heaven. In the dream God made the same promise to him as he did Abraham, “that his
descendants will be as numerous as the dust of the earth!” When Jacob awoke, he named
that place Bethel (which means “house of God”).

Jacob continued to Haran where his uncle Laban lived. While in Haran he married Leah and
Rachel. Jacob worked many years for Laban and then decided to go home and make peace
with his brother. While camping along the way Jacob wrestled with an angel of God and
would not let go without a blessing, so the angel blessed Jacob and gave him the new name
of Israel.

Jacob (8)

Jacob’s wife Rachel was the mother of Joseph and Benjamin. Joseph shared a dream that
made all his brother jealous, the dream was he would be a great ruler someday, and his
family would bow down to him. Jacob had a special love for Joseph more than the others
and gave Joseph a coat of many colors.

Joseph's brothers in jealousy sold him off to Egypt as a slave and told his father a wild animal
had killed Joseph. In Egypt Joseph’s first master was Potiphar. Potiphar put Joseph in charge
to run his house. While running Potiphar’s house his wife asked Joseph to do something
that was a sin. When Joseph refused to commit the sin, he was put into prison.

Joseph was in prison and shortly after Pharaoh’s baker and cupbearer were thrown in
prison, each had a dream and asked Joseph to interpret the dreams. Joseph asked the
cupbearer to remember him.

Two years later the Pharaoh had a dream and the cupbearer remembered Joseph and
Pharaoh called for him to come and interpret his dream. Joseph through God gave the
meaning of Pharaoh’s dream, that seven good years would be followed by seven years of
famine. Pharaoh appointed Joseph to prepare for the famine. Joseph was given a wife and
had two sons, Ephraim, and Manasseh.

Seven years later, Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt because of famine to buy food. Joseph
told his brothers who he was and invited them to come to Egypt. Jacob and his family
settled in Egypt in the land of Goshen.

In time, Joseph and all his brothers died, ending that entire generation. But their
descendants, the Israelites, had many children and grandchildren. They multiplied so
greatly that they became extremely powerful and filled the land. The Egyptians made the
Israelites their slaves.

Joseph (20)

Pharaoh began to kill babies to reduce the population. A woman trying to save her baby
put him in a basket floating in the river. Pharaoh daughter found it and took him as her son,
his name was Moses. Moses grew up as a prince in Pharaoh’s house and when he became
a man, he found out he was an Israelite. In finding out who he was Moses killed an Egyptian
who was mistreating an Israelite, and he had to flee from Egypt.

Moses ran away and one day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the
priest of Midian. There God appeared to Moses in a burning bush near Mount Sinai and
called Moses to rescue his people from Egypt. Moses (7) Total (35)
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GO-WORD God met Moses at the burning bush in the desert near Mount Sinai and
made a promise to rescue the Israelites out of Egypt where they were currently slaves.
Moses with the help of his brother Aaron went back to Egypt and demanded the Pharoah
King of Egypt let the Israelites go. It took 10 plagues sent upon the land of Egypt to persuade
the Pharaoh to let the Israelites go. God sent a river of blood, frogs, lice, flies, sickness, boils
or blisters, fire hail, locust or grasshoppers, darkness and then God sent the worst one. On
the last plague on Egypt God sent the death of the firstborn. During the last plague God

12

GO-WORD Jesus taught and preached about three and a half years before His
crucifixion. Jesus was about 30 years old when he began His public ministry. It all started
with His baptism by John the Baptist in the Jordan River. When He came to John to be
baptized John recognized who he was and introduced Jesus with these words quoting John
1:29" "Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! John the Baptist
baptized with just water symbolizing a rebirth in a new way of life. After Jesus was raised
from the water at His baptism God showed his approval of Jesus and the Holy Spirit
descended on Him and the Father said “This is my dearly loved Son, who brings me great
joy. Then John the Baptist told everyone Jesus would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with
fire.

Jesus went from his baptism to pray and fast and was tempted by Satan. During Jesus’
temptation he went without eating for forty days and nights.

After defeating Satan’s temptations with the word of God Jesus began selecting his
disciples. Andrew was first and when he went to tell his brother Simon Peter he announced,
“We have found the Messiah”. Andrew and Peter were fishermen and they had two friends
who were fishermen which Jesus called as well. These first four apostles were Peter,
Andrew, James, and John. Another disciple was a tax collector name Matthew who wrote a
gospel. Nicodemus was a ruler of the Jews that came to Jesus by night seeking the way to
eternal life. He is important not as an apostle but played part in Jesus’ burial and
resurrection.

Jesus (12)

Jesus had many people who wanted to follow him. There is a story of a rich young leader
who asked to follow Jesus but failed. When Jesus asked him to sell all he had first and give
to the poor he could not. Because he loved the things he owned more than Jesus he failed
to follow Jesus. Jesus prophesied the Temple would be destroyed and that not one stone
would be left on another.

Jesus’ first miracle was turning water into wine at a wedding in Cana. Jesus did many
miracles and even showed His power for nature by calming a storm on the Sea of Galilee.
His most famous sermon is called the Sermon on the Mount where he described people
beginning with the words “God Blesses” they were later called the Beatitudes because in
the original language they all began with the same letters “beati”

About this time John the Baptist was thrown in prison by King Herod. His stepdaughter
persuaded King Herod to kill John the Baptist by beheading him.

Jesus proved over and over he was the Son of God. Once he took Peter, James, and John to
a high mountain. While up

there Jesus’ appearance was transformed, and he talked with Moses and Elijah. Proving
again he was the Son of God.

Jesus (10) Total (22)
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spared the Israelites if they covered their door threshold with the blood of a lamb for
protection. Ever since that time God established a feast to remember the Israelites
deliverance from Egypt and called it Passover, because the angel of death passed over the
Israelites home which was protected by the blood of the lamb.

After the tenth plague of the death of the firstborn Pharoah let the people go and Moses
took all the people and his family out of Egypt, including Miriam who was Moses’ sister.
They got to the Red Sea and Pharoah changed his mind. They had nowhere to go, it was
either be killed by Pharoah or drown in the Red Sea and God provided a miracle by parting
the Red Sea. The Israelites crossed on dry land and when Egyptians tried to follow the
parted sea closed and they were all drowned.

God (7)

God kept the Israelites from thirst and starvation. At a place called Marah there was water
but it was bitter. The people needed water and God had Moses throw a piece of wood into
the bitter water and make it fresh again. When the people were hungry God sent mana
from heaven, a bread like substance which appeared in the morning on the ground. At
Rephidim there was no water at all, so God gave them water and it came from rock after
Moses struck it with his staff

They were attacked by people in the wilderness called the Amalekites and during the battle
Moses watched from a hilltop and God told him to hold up his hands and they would win.
Moses held his hands up and they were winning but when he dropped his hands they began
to lose. Aaron and Hur stood by Moses side and kept his hands up till they won the battle
over the Amalekites.

Moses spent a lot of time talking to God and on Mount Sinai God gave Moses the ten
commandments. This week we focus on the first four which deal with our relationship to
God.

#1 - Exodus 20:3 "You must not have any other God but me."

#2 - Exodus 20:4 "You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind."

#3 - Exodus 20:7 "You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God."

#4 - Exodus 20:8 "Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy."

In the New Testament, Jesus gave us only two commands, the first was Love the Lord your
God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength. These first four
Old Testament commandments are all defined in Jesus’ first commandment which basically
say put God first. The second commandment of Jesus was Love your neighbor as yourself
which make up the remaining commandments which we do next week. The fifth
commandment Paul tells us has a promise. Honor your father and mother, that your days
may be long upon the earth.

God (12) Total (19)
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GO-WORD

Israel and Judah were conquered by Babylon and many of the people were taken as slaves.
They chose the best of the young men to be slaves from Israel and work for King
Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. They did not worship the Gods of Babylon but still prayed to
the true God of Israel. The king built a tall golden statue of himself and commanded all to
bow down and worship it. Three men stood out for refusing to bow down and worship the
gold statue. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were thrown into a blazing furnace
because they refused to worship the gold statue set up by the king.

The Jewish people were in captivity for 70 years and during that time Babylon was
conquered by Persia with a new king. King Darius took over and decreed that no one could
pray to any God but only pray to him. Daniel continued to pray to God just as he always
did, even though the king decreed he could no longer pray to his God. King Darius liked
Daniel but because he made a law that people would only worship him. The king threw
Daniel int the lions’” den because he continued to pray to God. God protected Daniel and
shut the lions’ mouths and they did not eat Daniel or cause him any harm.

Daniel lived to be an old man and the city of Babylon was conquered again by King
Belshazzar. King Belshazzar had many parties to celebrate himself and during one party an
invisible hand began to write on a wall of fresh plaster in words the king did not
understand. The invisible hand writings scared the king and he called for Daniel to come
and tell him what the words meant. Daniel came to the drunken party and told Belshazzar
the meaning o the handwriting on the wall was his kingdom was about to be conquered
by another king. That night King Belshazzar’s kingdom was conquered.

The book of Jonah tells the story about Jonah who was swallowed by a great fish when he
ran away from doing God’s will. After surviving being swallowed by a fish, Jonah went and
preached to the people of Nineveh and the people repented and God forgave them. Jonah
story shows if we follow God’s command something good will come from it.

God (10)

Micah is a minor prophet who foretold that Jesus the Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem. According to another minor prophet Zechariah, Jesus' feet will stand on the
Mount of Olives when He returns to the earth.

The gospels of Matthew and Luke tell us about Jesus’ birth and that the angel Gabriel told
Mary she would be the mother of the Messiah. Mary was the virgin engaged to be married
to Joseph, whom an angel also appeared to and told him not to be afraid but to take Mary
as his wife. Like Micah foretold that Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem and the first
persons to see and worship Jesus were the shepherds.

Later, wise men came seeking Jesus asking: Matthew 2:2 "Where is the newborn king of
the Jews?". When they found Jesus they presented gifts for worship of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. After the wise men visited Mary and Joseph moved to Nazareth where Jesus
grew up.

When Jesus got older and before he started teaching, God sent John the Baptist to prepare
the way by teaching repentance through baptism.

Jesus (9) Total (19)
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GO-WORD
God gave the Israelites 10 commandments to live by and they are first recorded in Exodus
chapter 20. The first four were how to serve God by making him number one in your life.
The remaining 6 commandments were how to respect other people. Jesus gave us two
commandments to live by, the first to put God first and love him with all your heart, all your
soul, all your mind and all your strength. The second command was to love your neighbor
as yourself.

Commandment five is honor your father and mother. Commandment six is “You must not
murder” which defines the sacredness of human life. Commandment seven is “You must
not commit adultery” which protects the sacredness of marriage. Commandment eight is
“You must not steal” which protects our right to own possessions. Commandment nine is
“You must not testify falsely against your neighbor” which prohibits lying by always telling
the truth. Commandment ten is “You must not covet anything that belongs to your
neighbor” which forbids wrong desires and jealousy.

When God gave Moses the ten commandments, he was up on Mount Sinai for a long time.
So long that the people thought Moses had died and they had Aaron make an idol of a
golden calf that they could worship as God. The sin of making and worshipping the idol of
the golden calf caused God to punish many of them.

God (6)

God then called Moses to build the Tabernacle in which the people could worship God.
From the tribe of Levi God chose the priests to offer sacrifices to God for the people. The
main purpose of the sacrifices and offerings was to purify the Israelites of their sins.

God led the people through the wilderness to Canaan with a cloud by day and a pillar of
fire by night. When they arrived at the border, they sent 12 spies to see what kind of land
it was and what kind of people lived there. Those twelve went to investigate and brought
back evidence and information which would show what kind of land it was. Along with
information about the land they brought back fruit from the land. Only two of the spies
Joshua and Caleb, believed God would give them the land. The other ten said the people
were too big and did not believe God could help them take the land. Well, the people did
not go into Canaan but spent 40 years wandering in the wilderness.

They suffered many hardships and even doubted Moses and Aaron were God’s chosen
leaders. God caused Aaron’s staff to sprout leaves and bud as proof that Moses and Aaron
were God’s chosen leaders. Once they camped in a place where there were many
poisonous snakes, and the people were dying from the snake bites. God told Moses to make
a bronze snake and lift it up high so the people could look upon it and if they did God healed
them. Another time they camped in a place called Meribah with no water, but this time
God told Moses to speak to the rocks and the people would have water. Moses went to the
rocks but got so angry with the people instead of speaking to the rock he struck it with his
staff. Water came from the rock because of God but God punished Moses for disobeying
Him.

God (15) Total (21)
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GO-WORD

Rehoboam the son of Solomon became king after Solomon, but Rehoboam did not treat
the people well and ten of the twelve tribes of Israel rebelled and formed their own
kingdom. After Solomon’s death the Israelites divided into the Kingdoms of Israel and
Judah. The southern kingdom of Judah was ruled by Rehoboam and in the northern
kingdom of Israel the people chose Jeroboam to be their king. Jeroboam established idol
worship in the northern kingdom of Israel so the people wouldn’t go to Jerusalem to offer
sacrifices. He feared that if the people went to Jerusalem, they might follow Rehoboam
because Jerusalem was in his kingdom of Judah.

A few kings later there arose a prophet of God named Elijah when the evil king and queen
of Israel were Ahab and Jezebel. King Ahab worshiped the false god of Baal, and he made
a challenge to Elijah to see which god was greater the God of Israel or Baal. They built an
altar with a sacrifice on it and took turns praying to their god to consume the sacrifice. The
Baal prophets went first and prayed all day long and nothing happened. Then Elijah prayed
and God came down an consumed the sacrifice and the rock altar with fire, God did this so
that all of Israel would know hat God was really God.

God (9) ,

Well Elijah was prophet for many years and through God did many amazing things. When
it came time for him to step down, God came and took Elijah directly to heaven in a
whirlwind, his successor was Elisha which witness God taking Elijah. Elisha and Elijah have
similar names the difference is a j and sh, j comes before s just as Elijah comes before
Elisha.

Elisha through God performed many great miracles as well and became famous. A Syrian
officer name Naaman came to him for healing of a bad skin disease called leprosy and Elisha
told him from behind his house door to wash in the muddy Jordan River and he would be
healed. Reluctantly he did it and God healed him. Another famous miracle during this time
was for king Hezekiah where God caused the sun to move backwards to show that God had
healed him

After a long time of kings who did not serve God, God allowed Judah to be taken captive
by the city of Babylon. Jeremiah was a prophet when they were conquered and wrote many
sad things about this bad experience and because of this he is known as the weeping
prophet. King Nebuchadnezzar ruled Babylon and he later took not just Judah but
Jerusalem as well. They took many of the young men like Daniel as slaves. Daniel became
famous when he interpreted a dream for King Nebuchadnezzar.

Persia later conquered Babylon and that is where the story of Esther comes from. Esther
was the Jewish girl who became the wife of the king of Persia. Queen Esther was an
important part of God’s plan to save the Jewish people.

After 70 years in captivity God’s people were freed to return to Jerusalem. Zerubbabel was
one of the first to return and with God’s help he oversaw the rebuilding of the temple of
God in Jerusalem. A few years later God called another man named Nehemiah to go back
to Jerusalem and rebuild the walls of the city for protection and he did.

God (14) Total (23)
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GO-WORD
Moses was not allowed to go into the land of Canaan because he failed to trust God and
demonstrate holiness to the Israelites at Meribah. God took Moses up to a high mountain
called Nebo to see the promise land and then the Bible says God buried Moses. Moses lived
120 years before he died.

God appointed Joshua to lead the Israelites after Moses. Joshua and Caleb were the only
two men who left Egypt and entered Canaan. Under Joshua’s leadership spies were again
sent into Canaan and they went to Jericho. They were almost discovered but Rahab a
woman who lived in Jericho protected them. She helped them escape from Jericho and in
return the spies told her to hang a scarlet rope in the window of her house as a marker to
protect her when Jericho was captured.

The spies returned to Joshua, and they set off for Jericho in Canaan. They first had to cross
the Jordan river which was very deep for the time of year it was. God performed a miracle
there by stopping the flow of the Jordan river during its flood stage and the people were
able to cross over into the Promised land on dry ground. They came to the walls of Jericho
and marched around the walls thirteen times once each day for six days and seven times
on the seventh day. After they marched at Joshua’s command, they all shouted together,
and the walls of Jericho collapsed.

God (5)

Jericho was the first victory and the next placed attacked was a small city called Ai. At this
battle they were defeated, and Joshua asked God why. God told him it was because of a sin
committed by Achan that they were defeated at Ai. Achan repented and was punished and
then they were able to defeat Ai. At Gibeon, Joshua and the people were winning but they
were running out of daylight. Joshua prayed and a miracle occurred, the sun and the moon
stood still, and they won the battle. Joshua continued to lead the people and took back the
land of Canaan the land God promised to Israel.

After Joshua’s death there arose judges in the land to lead the people in times of war.
Gideon was a judge whom God called when the Midianites attacked. With only three
hundred men God helped Gideon defeat the Midianites.

Samson was another judge who God blessed with mighty strength and Samson used it to
defend the Israelites. There was a secret to Samson’s strength and a woman named Delilah
tricked Samson into telling her which caused his defeat.

Ruth is a book in the Bible about a gentile girl name Ruth who married into an Israelite
family. Her story is in the Bible because she was faithful to her mother-in-law Naomi when
her husband died. As a result of her faithfulness Ruth became a descendant to King David
who was anointed to be King by the priest named Samuel.

Samuel was also a judge who was called by God as a child when God spoke to him during
the night.

God (8) Total (13)
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GO-WORD For many years the people of Israel were ruled by judges and the
history of these leaders are found in the seventh book of the Bible and it is called
Judges. One of the last judges and a priest was Samuel. At an early age God called
Samuel and one of the first judgements he made was against another priest
named Eli.

The people still worshiped God in a tabernacle which could easily be moved. The
tabernacle was where they kept the ark of the covenant. According to the book
of Hebrews the ark of the covenant was a sacred box which contained the stone
tablets of the Ten Commandments, the gold jar of mana, and Aaron’s staff that
had sprouted leaves.

After many years of judges, the Israelites wanted a king instead of a judge,
because they wanted to be like other nations. Samuel anointed the first king of
Israel, and his name was Saul. Saul started out well as King, but pride got in his
way and Saul rejected God’s command and did things his way and God rejected
Saul. Samuel (3)

As a young boy God chose David to be the next king of Israel and Samuel anointed
him as well. David did not become king right away but grew up doing many great
things. David killed a bear and a lion with a sling as a boy and that alone sounds
great but later David took the sling and killed the giant called Goliath. He grew
up serving God in the army of Saul and David was best friends with Saul’s son
Jonathon. David was put in charge of his army and his commander was Joab.
Together with Joab they won many battles, so many that Saul became jealous
and wanted to kill David. There was a time Saul was chasing David and David had
an opportunity to kill Saul but refused because God had chosen Saul to be king.

After Saul died God chose David to become king. David ruled as king for forty
years. He was a warrior king and spent much of the time at war defending his
throne even from David’s own son Absalom who tried to take the kingdom from
him. David was a good king and when it was discovered that Jonathan had a son,
he showed Mephibosheth kindness by taking care of him. David is credited for
writing much of the book of Psalms, David wrote Psalm 139, and it tells us life
begins before birth in the mother’s womb. David sought God in everything he
did, and God told David to choose Solomon David’s son to be king after his death.
David (18)

Solomon began his reign as king seeking God and God gifted Solomon with
wisdom when he became king. God blessed Solomon with many things, Solomon
took the tabernacle tent and built a permanent building and called it The Temple
of the Lord. Solomon became rich and famous so much so that the queen of
Sheba came to visit him. Solomon (5) Total (26)
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